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Synopsis

Volume 2 of The Annotated Luther series contains a number of the writings categorized under the
theme word and faith. Luther was particularly focused on what the word "does" in order to create
and sustain faith. Writings in the volume range from the large core documents Bondage of the Will,
Against the Heavenly Prophets, The Smalcald Articles, and Large Catechism to Luther’'s own
Confession of Faith and treatments of Moses, the Gospels, and Two Kinds of Righteousness.In the
treatises in this volume, we hear Luther’s understanding of Scripture and theology as he continues
his growth as teaching theologian, pastor, biblical exegete, and apologist for the faith.Each volume
in The Annotated Luther series contains new introductions, as well as annotations, illustrations, and
notes, to help shed light on Luther’s context and interpret his writings for today. The translations of
Luther’s writings include updates of Luther's Works, American Edition or entirely new translations of

Luther's German or Latin writings.
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Customer Reviews

"The Annotated Luther series provides a very welcome resource for meeting Luther again in the
contemporary world. With language refreshed for our time, we can see more clearly Luther as a
man who is actively grappling with a society undergoing dramatic challenges economically,
religiously, and socially. By providing skilled commentary from scholars around the world and from

diverse theological perspectives, this work will be of great help for modern Christians seeking to



adapt and extend the insights from the Reformation to modern challenges." --Maria E. Erling,
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg"As no other comparable series, The Annotated Luther
provides the reader, whether lay or ordained, with a collection of the Wittenberg reformer’s most
important writings that is at once learned and highly accessible. Here Luther's works are presented
in up-to-date translation with helpful introductions, explanatory notes, and engaging images. A must
for the student and scholar of Luther alike!" --Ronald K. Rittgers, Valparaiso University"Professor
Stjerna and her team of world-leading Reformation scholars have done us all a great service in
fixing their eyes for detail and context onto these important writings of Luther. Those new to the
Reformation saga and even those familiar with its events and debates will learn very much from
these pages. By keeping readers honest to context when approaching Luther’s theology, they invite
church and academy to remain honest about their own missions, failings, and need for reform. A

splendid, and eminently useful, achievement." --Derek R. Nelson, Wabash College

Kirsi I. Stjerna is First Lutheran, Los Angeles/Southwest California Synod Professor of Lutheran
History and Theology at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary of California Lutheran University. A
docent at the University of Helsinki, she is author or editor of seven books, including Women and

the Reformation,and Martin Luther, the Bible, and the Jewish People,, with Brooks Schramm.

Annotation comments are very helpful to assist in setting historical context for these important

writings by Luther.

Excellent work on Luther on essential Luther writings. | would urge all to purchase this volume plus

the other volumes in the series.

Kirsi Stjerna’s volume makes an excellent resource for scholars, as well as a great textbook for
courses about Luther’s theology. This volume makes key writings of Luther accessible for readers of
the 21st century, through its notes, annotations, illustrations, and informative introductions, by

prominent Luther scholars.

Stjerna has put together a world-class team of Luther scholars, who have translated some of the
most important texts by Luther. The volume includes carefully chosen and informative images. The
marginal notes make for accessible and exciting reading. This volume is a must-have for anyone

interested in Luther.



Stjerna is one of the top Luther historians and this volume certainly shows the rigor, detail and depth
of her work. For these shaping treatises of Luther’s, Stjerna provides a historically contextual

reading that truly provides new insights to bring scholarship on Luther forward significantly.

This book is filled with helpful annotations about the historical context of Luther’s writings and the

biblical references to which he refers.
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